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When you “grasscycle,” you simply let 
your clippings drop back onto your lawn 
instead of bagging them. Grass clippings 
are mostly made up of nitrogen and water—
both of which your lawn needs. Because 
each mowing will take about one-third less 
time, grasscycling saves your family time, 
too. So, grasscycling is better for the lawn 
and easier for your family. What’s not to 
like?

You don’t have to have a special mower 
to grasscycle. You can use a mulching 
mower, which will chop the clippings very 
small. But, you can also use a regular mow-
er by taking off the bagger attachment. If 
you remove the bag, be sure that you insert 
the “chute cover,” which is a safety device 
to cover the hole where the bag would go.

If you do want to collect your grass and 
have it picked up, you can dispose it with 
your other yard waste. Green waste collec-
tion services are provided every other week, 
alternating with recycling collection, on the 
same day of the week as trash collection. 

Green waste must be free of contaminants, 
bagged or bundled, and weigh less than 50 
pounds per set-out bag or container. If you 
choose to use bags, you must purchase them 
yourself. If you would like to have a green 

waste cart instead, please call El Dorado 
Disposal Customer Service at 530-626-
4141.

Make an Earth Day difference!
Think a child or a family can’t make a dif-
ference? Think again! Little things—like 
using a colorful cloth shopping bag or 
tossing potato peels and eggshells into the 
compost heap—can help the environment. 
Plus, if a child develops good habits now, 
those habits will endure as he or she grows. 

Reduce Electricity
Explain to your children that lights, com-
puters, televisions, and furnaces use energy, 
and that energy is in short supply. 
Jessica Altman of Buffalo, NY, 
encourages her 3-year-old to 

she leaves a room and shut 
off the TV when she’s 
no longer watching. 
Now the preschooler 
even reminds others: 
“Turn off the light!” 

Appliances, such 
as DVD players, use 
energy even when they 
are turned off, so cutting 
the power totally is the only 
way to conserve. Go shopping 
together to buy power strips 
and plug your electronics into them (watch 
little ones closely so there are no shocks). 

off to eliminate phantom energy use.

Take Small Steps
There are dozens of small things your kids 
can do every day to save energy and keep 
the world cleaner and greener. Your kids 
can:
� Shut off the water when they brush their 

teeth.
� Walk, ride a bike, or take the bus instead 

of traveling by car. 

� Take faster showers or baths with just a 
small amount of water.

� Help hang clothes on the line instead of 
putting them in the dryer.

� Choose products that are not overpack-
aged.

Recycle
Explain to your kids that every bottle and 
can they use is “waste” that just sits in a big 
pile at the local dump if we don’t recycle. 

Get them involved by making it one 
of their jobs to sort recyclables 

and take them out for pickup. 
(Remind them to watch out for 
broken glass and ask for help 

if they see any.) If there’s no 
recycling collection in your 

can drop off items. 
Consider recycled 

crafts, too. 

Compost
It’s easy to collect your own 

food scraps and garden waste 
and turn them into healthy com-
post in your own yard. Children 

can help choose the right composter for 
your family. Composters are sold at home 
renovation stores. Once you have a compost 

and garden waste on a daily basis and even 
help stir it to get the organic material to 
break down more quickly. In a few months 
when you’ve got compost, the kids can take 
part in spreading it over the garden and see-
ing how “garbage” can become rich, dark 
dirt to make a garden grow. 

Do a Donation Tour
A great way to get across the message of 

“reuse” and “recycle” is to take kids on 
a trip to your local thrift store, recycling 
center, or church. If your children have old 
clothing, toys, shoes, or other unneeded 
items in good condition, make a family trip 
down to the donation center so they can see 
how their trash can become someone else’s 
treasure.

Teach kids how items can be reused 
for different purposes—for example, old 
towels, blankets, and comforters can often 
be donated to local animal shelters for bed-
ding. These real-life examples will teach 
kids that many items they would normally 
throw away can actually have a second life. 

El Dorado Disposal strives to provide the 
best service possible. To ensure the best 
service, we are providing some guidelines 
to help make your service day as safe and 

� Please place carts out the evening before 
your service day to ensure they are out 
when the driver comes by. 

� Check to make sure that your carts are 
3 feet apart and at least 3 to 6 feet from 
any obstacles, such as mailboxes, cars, 
and portable basketball goals.

� Carts must be under the allotted weight 
limit:

  32-gallon cart: 50 lbs.
  45-gallon cart: 50 lbs.
  64-gallon cart: 150 lbs.
  96-gallon cart: 200 lbs.
�

No materials may be above the level of 

the lid. The lid must close. If materials 
are sticking out the top or the lid will not 
close, your account may be charged for 
extra residential garbage.

� Please make sure that trash is bagged 
and able to fall freely from the cart when 
dumped.

� Ashes must be cold and bagged before 
being placed into your trash cart.

� Additional cardboard must be bundled 
in 3’ by 3’ by 18” bundles and placed 
next to your recycling cart. 

� Hazardous waste (paint, cleaners, pesti-
cides, oil, etc.) is prohibited from being 
placed in curbside carts and must be 
disposed of at a hazardous waste collec-
tion center.

� Cans/carts/bags must have your address 
clearly marked on them.

Curbside service guidelines

A great time to “grasscycle”
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Thanks, Ed!
We would like to send a shout-out with our congratula-
tions and best wishes to Edward Zimbelman. Ed, who 
joined us in June 2006, has been helping our customers 
take care of their trash needs. In early January, Ed left 
El Dorado Disposal Services to begin his training with 
the U.S. Army. If Ed ever assisted you, we’re sure you’ll 
miss him because he was always friendly and helpful. 
His fellow employees here at El Dorado Disposal will 
miss him, as well.

Thanks, Ed, for all that you did for us and for choos-
ing to offer your service to our nation. We send you our greetings and wish you good luck. 
Way to go, Ed!

Introducing...
We’d like to introduce our newest customer 
service representatives, Jennifer Gates (left) 
and Birdie Galluchy (right). They started with 
El Dorado Disposal Services recently and are 
willing and ready to assist you with all of your 
disposal needs.
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 p
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 b
e 
ge
tti
ng
 th
e 
Pl
an
et

G
re
en
 n
et
w
or
k.
 If
 y
ou
 e
nj
oy
 th
e 
D
isc

ov
er
y

ch
an
ne
l, 
yo
u’
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l p
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 b
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at
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 m
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 C
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 C
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 b
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 b
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 c
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r f
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 p
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 d
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 c
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 d
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r f
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, d
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 c
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t b
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f c
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l l
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ad
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at
io
n,
 g
o

to
 w
w
w.
bo
ok
sw

im
.c
om

.
B
oo
ks
 a
re
n’
t t
he
 o
nl
y 
m
ed
ia
 th

at
 c
an

be
 b
or
ro
w
ed
, s
ha
re
d,
 s
w
ap
pe
d,
 o
r p

ur
-

ch
as
ed
 u
se
d,
 o
f c

ou
rs
e.
 T
he
 s
am

e 
ap
pl
ie
s 
to

D
V
D
s a

nd
 C
D
s, 
as
 w
el
l a
s m

an
y 
m
ag
az
in
es
. 

Yo
u 
do
n’
t h

av
e 
to
 g
iv
e 
up
 a
t-h

om
e

en
te
rta

in
m
en
t, 
bu
t y

ou
 c
an
 lo

w
er
 it
s 
co
st
 b
y

le
nd
in
g 
an
d 
bo
rr
ow

in
g 
to
 th

e 
m
ax
im

um
.

Q
U

O
T

ES
R

EQ
U

O
TE

D

CCLL
IIPP
AANN
DD
SSAA
VVEE



Litter looks bad. But did you know that it 
makes people feel bad, too? That’s right! 
When people see litter, they think that resi-
dents don’t care about their community or 
each other. When businesses see litter, they 
wonder what kind of employees or custom-

In addition, litter can be dangerous to 
humans and animals. Whether the litter 

is in the street or on the sidewalk, swerv-
ing to avoid it in a car or on a bike can be 

is thrown from moving vehicles, it creates 
a hazard for the cars behind. Broken glass 
on the sidewalk or edge of the roadway can 
cut you or your dog’s feet. Plus, animals 
sometimes try to eat litter, thinking that it is 
food.

Here’s one more 
reason you should 
care—litter is ex-
pensive. Road and 
highway departments, 
parks departments, 
and businesses pick 
up and dispose of 
litter that was acci-
dentally or carelessly 
tossed by others. In 
doing so, they spend 
time and money on 
someone else’s trash. 
We all have to pay for 
litter, whether through 
taxes for government 
agencies to pick it 
up or in the price of 
products to businesses which must charge 

more to cover the costs of disposal.
Here are some of the things that you can 

do to put an end to litter:
� Don’t litter! This one should be obvious, 

but we just wanted to remind you. When 
you look for the proper bin for trash or 
recyclables, you set a good example, 
too.

� Pick up litter. After a ball game, leave 

cleaner than—you found them.
� Make a litterbag for your car. A plastic 

grocery bag or small canvas bag is all 
you need.

� When you take your trash or recyclables 
to the curb, make sure the lids are closed 
on the carts.

� Organize a litter cleanup at a park, at 
your child’s school, around your busi-
ness, or in your neighborhood. Pick a 
day and invite your friends to volunteer. 
Remind everyone to bring a pair of 
gloves so their hands don’t get cut or 
too sticky. If you’ll be near a road or 
parking lot, wear bright or light colors 
or safety vests so that drivers will be 
able to see and avoid you. Provide bags 
for trash and recyclables. Remember to 
properly recycle or dispose of every-
thing when you are done. Thank your 
volunteers!

Spring
Cleanup Days

Cameron Park – April 4
Pollock Pines – April 25
El Dorado Hills – May 2
Camino – May 9

Please contact El Dorado Disposal Cus-
tomer Service at 530-626-4141 or 916-
985-1162 for more detailed information.

****

Free Workshop 
and Tours

El Dorado Disposal offers a free work-
shop and tours of our MRF (Material 
Recovery Facility) for children of all ages. 
Both our workshop and tours focus on:
� The 3R’s: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
� Composting, including creating 

worm bins for vermicomposting
� Litter and environmental cleanup

We include fun, action-oriented, 
hands-on activities from “Closing the 
Loop: Exploring Integrated Waste Man-
agement and Resource Conservation,” a 
curriculum approved by the California 
Environmental Protection Agency.

We would love to have the opportu-
nity to teach your students how they can 
help reduce, reuse, and recycle! Please 
call Jessica at 530-295-2805 to schedule 
a workshop or tour.

No time for a tour or a classroom 
workshop this year? Please keep us in 
mind for next year.

Hours of Operation
Transfer Station Facilities

and Services
4100 Throwita Way, Placerville

530-626-4141
Material Recovery Facility

Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 7 days/week
Closed: Christmas and New
Year’s Day

Electronic Waste, Cell Phones, Batteries, 
and Inkjet/Laser Cartridges Drop-Off

Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 7 days/week,
except for Christmas and New
Year’s Day

Large Appliances, Tires, and Bulky 
Items Drop-Off

Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 7 days/week,
except for Christmas and New
Year’s Day
Fees apply. 

Household Hazardous Waste Drop-Off
Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday and
Saturday only

Business Hazardous Waste Drop-Off
Hours: By appointment between
9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Friday and
Saturday only
Fees apply.

Home-Generated Sharps
Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday and
Saturday only

Oil Recycling Drop-Off
Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday
through Thursday; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday

Oil Recycling Redemption
$0.16 per gallon, up to 55 gallons 
(in 5-gallon or less containers)
Hours: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Tuesday
through Saturday

����

Off-Site Recycling Centers
580 Truck Street, Placerville

Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday
through Saturday (Closed for lunch,
usually noon to 12:30 p.m. daily, but
lunch time may vary)
Accepts Recyclables, Electronics,
Yard Waste

3510 Palmer Drive, Cameron Park
Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday
through Saturday (Closed for lunch,
usually 12:30 to 1 p.m. daily, but
lunch time may vary)
Accepts Recyclables only

4421 Latrobe Road, El Dorado Hills
Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday
through Saturday (Closed for lunch,
usually 12:30 to 1 p.m. daily, but
lunch time may vary)
Accepts Recyclables, Electronics,
Yard Waste

����

Need more info? Visit:
www.ElDoradoDisposal.com
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Recycle your old
electronics

Each year, Americans have about 2.25 mil-
lion tons of outdated and unwanted elec-
tronics, including desktop and notebook 
computers, monitors, printers, televisions, 
VCRs, DVD players, and more. Only about 
20% of these are being recycled. Of the 
remainder, about half are reused or placed 
in storage. In fact, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency estimates that more 
than 235 million electronic items
are currently in storage. 

If you have old electronics 
in storage, don’t put them in the 
trash! Electronic waste cannot go 

potential toxins, such as lead 
and mercury. Plus, many of 
the components are reusable or 
recyclable.

You don’t need to store your 
electronics and you certainly 
can’t be trashing them. Instead, 
recycle unneeded electronics at 
one of these three facilities: 4100 
Throwita Way and 580 Truck 
Street in Placerville and 

4421 Latrobe Road in El Dorado Hills. 
We accept electronics from residents at 
no charge. You can drop off televisions, 
computer monitors and CPUs, laptops, 
microwave ovens, copiers, radios, stereos, 
DVD players, cordless and cellular phones, 
fax machines, CD players, iPods/MP3 

players, and satellite 
receiver boxes. If 
you have any ques-
tions, please call El 
Dorado Disposal 
Customer Service 
at 530-626-4141.

Why YOU should care about litter
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